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and other enemies of the doctrine and discipline of the Church allege as a plea for rejecting all appeal to the doctrines of the universal Church.   * The doctrines of the Reformation,' they say, ' cannot be defended if this appeal is allowed:   Popery must triumph/    Excellent men! They will maintain the Reformation at all hazards: all evidence shall "be pronounced worthless if it be opposed to the interests of that sacred cause.    But what is the end sought by all this pretended devotion ?    It is, that every man may be permitted, without any check, to interpret Scripture in such a manner as to subvert all the doctrines of the Reformation, whether positive or negative, to prove the Reformation itself needless, erroneous^ bigotted, equally absurd as the system to which it was opposed, and more inconsistent.    I charge these men with the grossest hypocrisy.    Never was there a more daring attempt to palm, an imposture on the credulous and unthinking, than this effort of deists and heretics to set aside tradition under pretence of zeal for the Reformation. They are the opponents of the Reformation.    They are the representatives of those whom the Reformation condemned.    They reject its doctrines, they charge it with ignorance, bigotry, intolerance, errors as gross as those of popery.    They have separated from its reformed institutions, as anti-Christian, and only exist by a perpetual attack upon them.    The Reformation has no connexion with these men; its defence belongs exclusively to those who maintain its doctrines, and adhere to its institutions, and they alone are proper judges of the mode of argument suited to its interests.
" 3. Statements directly untrue. Under this head maybe included the palmary argument employed by all sects against any appeal to the tradition of the Church universal, namely, that it was the principle of the Reformation to reject any such appeal; and its principle was,, ' the Bible alone is the religion of Protestants.' Nothing can be more untrue than this assertion: the Reformation as a whole acknowledged and appealed to the authority of Catholic tradition, though it denied the infallibility of particular fathers and councils. With equal veracity it is asserted that the Church of England rejects tradition by her sixth article of religion, when it is manifest that her